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anything else. He had done well at Austerlitz,
indeed, but in a subordinate position; on the day
of Auerstadt he had remained so inactive that
Napoleon later all but court-martialled him. In
the campaign against Austria, in 1809, Bernadotte
had still further lowered himself in the French
Emperor's eyes and, after Wagram, had been sent
back to Paris in disgrace. "line fera gue piaffer"
Napoleon once said of him scornfully.

At the moment when the truce of Poischwitz
lapsed Blucher's army numbered 200,000 men, but
on August nth in consequence of orders from the
main headquarters, he had despatched 120,000
men to join the Austrians in Bohemia. Schwarzen-
berg, against whom it was expected that Napoleon
would turn the brunt of his attack, could thus
dispose in all of an army of 250,000, while rein-
forcements brought Blucher's own depleted num-
bers up to more than 105,000. An estimate made
by the most careful and satisfactory of all modern
military writers1 places the total numbers available
for actual service in the field at 512,113 for the
allies and 442,810 for the French. England had
sent no troops to the German seat of war, but by
treaties concluded during the truce had granted a
subsidy to Prussia of 666,666 pounds sterling and
another to Russia of nearly double that amount.

The weakening of Blucher's army for the benefit
of Schwarzenberg had one unexpected good
result. The change took place after Napoleon
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